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the . . .where i t wa s i n t he i r c a l e nd a r . I n a n y ev e n t , I do n ' t
t h in k t h a t we sh ou l d a c t u nd e r t h e t h r e a t o r t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f
some . . somethin g t ha t i s y e t t o co m e. An d i f we do , t h i s wo u l d
b e on t h e b a l l o t ; t h e y wo u l d b e on t h e b a l l o t . I d o n ' t . . . I j u s t
feel that that's no t a good basis for action. As a matter of
fact, it was a prominent Democrat, Senator Schimek, who said we
should not take counsel of our fears. Would you happen to know
who t ha t wa s ?

SPEAKER BRONN: One minute.

SENATOR SCHINEK: I believe it was Franklin Delano Roosevelt.

SENATOR TYSON: You ' r e r i gh t . An ywa y , t h i s c on s t i t u t i o na l
amendment t h a t we a r e c on s i d e r i n g no w i s so me t h i ng t h a t we
should t h i n k a b o u t a s t o i t s l o ng - t e r m e f f e c t o n t he st a t e o f
Nebraska. W ill it b e good in the long run? I f that petition
that is now under appeal in the Supreme Court were t o b ecome a
const i t u t i o na l a me n d ment , we w o u l dn ' t ha v e an y i n pu t i n i t , an d
we woul d n ' t h a v e a ny t a k e o u t o f i t ; j u s t t h e gr e e d y p eo p l e t ha t
h ave p a i d f o r i t wou l d b en e f i t . An d I t h i n k t h e l on g t e r m o f
t ha t wou l d sh ow p e o p l e who no w t h i n k t h a t t he y wo u l d l i k e t o
have something like video slots, they should even pu t th e m in
the bathrooms so that they wouldn't miss an opportunity.

SPEAKER BRONN: T i me .

SENATOR TYSON: Th a n k y ou .

SPEAKER BRCNM: Se n a t o r Sch r oc k .

SENATOR SCHROCK: N r . Speaker, members of the Legislature, the
fact of the matter is 37 states now offer slot machines, and you
can argue about the pros and cons of gambling. We can hold out.
Quite f r a n k l y , I r ese n t w ha t o u r nei gh b o r s have done t o us .
Well, let's j ust say fo r the sake of argument that Nebraska
gamblers lose $50 million a year in o t h er states. In o ther
words, the other stat es' revenues benefit $50 million a year.
That ' s $5 0 m i l l i o n a ye a r t h a t we c o u l d ha v e . Bu t i t ' s n o t j u s t
the gambling revenue that bothers me. Ny cousin from Ho ldrege
d ecide d h e wa n t ed t o s pe n d t he n i gh t a t t h e c a s i n o i n Cou n c i l
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